YOUR HORSES

We share -
Merlin
thanks

to the
internet!

HORSE LOVERS GEORGIE
AND CHARLY MET
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THINEING
OF SHARING
A HORSE?

ONLINE - BUT THEY
WEREN'T LOOKING FOR
A DATE - THEY WERE

LOOKING FOR A SHARER
L G

clickon 'ho
amangements’

THE OWNER

Georgie Lynch, 33,
from Warfield, Berks

1 wanted a sharer as much

1o free up my time as lor the
contribution to costs. 1 have a
six-year-obd son and | wanted
torspend more tme with him,
bu 1 didn’t want to give up
horses either, so this was a
way of doing both!

I've shared several horses
before but this is the first time
I've shared Merlin, In the pas
I've shared with friends of
Friends but they were eften
unrelinble. It's been easier 1o

work with someone 1 didni
previously know, which is
where something like an
internet site comes in. When
someone isn't right for the
share, it's much easier to tell
them so politely.

Merlin is a 16.2hh Irish

Diraught cross — a big, sirong
harse — sa 1 knew [ had to find
someone whe could cope with
him and who | could rely on.
I came across the yours2share
site by aceident. [ old the
athers at the yard and now
there are six of us who have
found sharers through the siie
— that's almost half the yard!

In fact, Charly replied to

a different yours2share ad
originally but when she arrived
at our yard it was clear she was
alinle beavy for that horse,
bt Merlin was perfect for her.
Charly then suggested a
colleague as a sharer for the
other horse and this sharing
arrangement is also going well.

I Feel 50 lucky, Charly is the
perfect sharer. She takes Merlin
oul two or three times a week
for hacks, terns up on time and
hielps out in every way,

T compete with Merlin maost
weekends, but during the week
1 just dom't have enough time 1o
spend with him, so Charly isa
life-saver.

THE SHARER
Charly Sheringham, 35,
from Famborough, Hants

1 used 1o have my own horses
but I hadnt ridden for five
years 50 | thought sharing
would be a good way 1o relearn
my skills

| went on the yours2share
welbssite and originally | went 1o
look ata horse called Wiggles,
but I've put on a little weight
and 1 was a bl beavy for him,
50 his owner suggested
contacting Georgie, wha's on
the same yard.

Well, Merlin is just perfect

for me, we bt it off from the
start, Georgie was really great
and helplul, and s1arved off
giving me a lesson on him, but
it wasn'l long before we were
off on our own.

Merlin really is ideal for me
as he's the original genile glan
= he's so decile and, if truth be
nold, lazy,
warry about him spooking or
belting with me

1 tend to hack with him and
Georgie schools him, bu
there’s no one telling me wha
o do all the time, which 1 like,
1like hacking as | havea
stresslul job taking 999 calls,
and 1 find getting out into the

that | never have 1o

countryside with Merlin really
helps me to unwind, As [work
shifis | have to et Georgle
knowr what days | can do, bat
she's always fine with ftall,

1 think it works both ways
because [ like to think 1 help
Georghe oo, She works 910 5
and Merin is ona DIY yard, so0
there are times when I can help
oul by being there at 3pm if she
G, and 5o on.

When I had my own horses
1 would've found it really hard
1o share them, so 1 try 1o bear
that in mind and treat Merlin
as well as if he was my own.

I think it's one of the reasons
oair share works so well.




